
 

THE BLESSINGS  

OF PRAYER  

IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 



 

Much prayer,  

much blessing, 

Little prayer,  

little blessing, 

No prayer, no blessing. 



1 Peter 4:7 

The end of all things is 
at hand; therefore, be of 

sound judgment and 
sober spirit for the 
purpose of prayer. 



You also joining in 

helping us through your 

prayers, that thanks 

may be given by many 

persons on our behalf, 

2 Corinthians 1:11 



For the favor bestowed 

upon us through the 

prayers of many. 



2 Corinthians 9:6 

Now this I say, he who 
sows sparingly shall 

also reap sparingly; and 
he who sows bountifully 

shall also reap 
bountifully. 



The Blessings of Prayer 

1.  The more praying 

that is done by a church 

the more unity and 

singleness of purpose 

will exist. 



Acts 4:32 

And the congregation of 

those who believed 

were of one heart and 

soul;  



And not one of them 

claimed that anything 

belonging to him was his 

own; but all things were 

common property to them. 



John 17:20-21 

“I do not ask in behalf of 
these alone,  

but for those also who 
believe in Me through 

their word; 

 



“That they may all be one; 

even as You, Father, are in 

Me, and I in You, that they 

also may be in Us, so that 

the world may believe that 

You sent Me.” 

 



“And the glory which 

You have given Me  

I have given to them; 

that they may be one, 

just as We are one; 

 



“I in them, and You in 

Me, that they may be 

perfected in unity,  



“That the world may 

know that You sent Me, 

and loved them, even as 

You have loved Me.” 

 



Psalm 133:1, 3b 

Behold, how good and 

how pleasant it is for 

brothers to dwell 

together in unity! 

 



For the Lord 

commanded the 

blessing -  

life forever. 

 



Matthew 12:25 

And knowing their 

thoughts He said to them,  

“Any kingdom divided 

against itself is laid waste;  



“And any city or house 

divided against itself 

shall not stand.” 

 



Acts 2:42-47 

And they were continually 
devoting themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. 



And everyone kept feeling 
a sense of awe; and many 
wonders and signs were 
taking place through the 

apostles. 



And all who had 

believed were together, 

and had all things in 

common;  

 



And they began selling 

their property and 

possessions, and were 

sharing them with all, as 

anyone might have need. 

 



And day by day 

continuing with one 

mind in the temple, and 

breaking bread from 

house to house, 

 



They were taking their 

meals together with 

gladness and sincerity 

of heart. 

 



Praising God, and having 

favor with all the people.  

And the Lord was adding to 

their number day by day 

those who were being 

saved. 

 



Unity and love are the 

main thing. 



a.  God blesses unity. 



b.  People grow best in 

an environment of unity 

and love. 



c.  Lost people are 

attracted to unity and 

love. 



d.  Churches where 

unity and love are 

strong will experience a 

great deal of joy. 



e.  People will be 

responsive to change in 

churches where there is 

good unity and love. 



f.  People will be 

responsive to leadership 

in unified, loving 

churches. 



g.  People are motivated 

to give more money in 

healthy churches. 



h.  It is much easier to 

get people excited about 

serving in ministry when 

unity and love are 

present. 



i.  In churches where 

unity and love are 

strong the pastor lives 

longer. 



j.  God is glorified and 

present in unified, loving 

churches. 



John 17:11 

“And I am no more in 

the world; and yet they 

themselves are in the 

world, and I come to 

You. 



John 17:11 

“Holy Father, keep them 

in Your name, the name 

which You have given 

Me, that they may be 

one, even as We are.” 



John 17:20-21 

“I do not ask in behalf of 

these alone, but for 

those also who believe 

in Me through their 

word; 



John 17:20-21 

“That they may all be 

one; even as You, 

Father, are in Me, and I 

in You, that they also 

may be in Us; 



John 17:20-21 

“That the world may 

believe that You sent 

Me.” 



Psalm 133:1-3 

Behold, how good and 

how pleasant it is for 

brothers to dwell 

together in unity! 



Psalm 133:1-3 

It is like the precious oil 

upon the head, coming 

down upon the beard, even 

Aaron’s beard, coming 

down upon the edge of his 

robes. 



Psalm 133:1-3 

It is like the dew of Hermon, 

coming down upon the 

mountains of Zion; for 

there the Lord commanded 

the blessing - - life forever. 



Mark 9:50 

“Salt is good; but if the 

salt becomes unsalty, 

with what will you make 

it salty again? 



Mark 9:50 

“Have salt in yourselves, 

and be at peace with one 

another.” 



Matthew 12:25 

And knowing their 

thoughts He said to 

them, “Any kingdom 

divided against itself is 

laid waste; 



Matthew 12:25 

“And any city or house 

divided against itself 

shall not stand.” 



The Blessings of Prayer 

2.  The more praying that 

is done by a church the 

more genuine love the 

people will have for God, 

for each other,                         

and for the world. 

 



Philippians 1:9 

And this I pray, that 

your love may abound 

still more and more in 

real knowledge and all 

discernment. 

 



1 Thessalonians 3:12 

And may the Lord cause 

you to increase and 

abound in love for one 

another, and for all men, 

just as we also do for you. 

 



John 13:34-35 

“A new commandment  

I give to you, that you love 
one another, even as  

I have loved you, that you 
also love one another. 

 



“By this all men will 

know that you are My 

disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” 

 



The Blessings of Prayer, cont. 

3.  The more praying 

that a church does the 

more the people in the 

church will “know” 

God, 

 



And the greater the 

sense of His presence 

will be in their lives, 

especially as they 

gather corporately. 

 



Acts 4:31 

And when they had 

prayed, the place 

where they had 

gathered together was 

shaken. 

 



Matthew 18:20 

“For where two or three 

have gathered together 

in My name, there I am 

in their midst.” 



The Blessing of Prayer 

4.  The more praying that 

is done by a church the 

more joy, confidence, 

security, faith and peace 

they will experience. 

 



Psalm 16:11 

You will make known to 

me the path of life; in 

Your presence is fullness 

of joy; in Your right hand 

there are pleasures 

forever. 



Philippians 4:6-7 

Be anxious for nothing, 

but in everything by 

prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known 

to God. 



And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all 

comprehension, shall 

guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 



The Blessing of Prayer 

5.  The more praying that is 

done by a church the more 

God will work through the 

preaching of the pastor.  He 

will become a powerful 

preacher. 

 



Acts 4:33 

And with great power the 

apostles were giving 

witness to the resurrection 

of the Lord Jesus, and 

abundant grace was upon 

them all. 



Acts 2:1, 14, 37, 40-41 

And when the day of 

Pentecost had come, 

they were all together 

in one place. . . .  



But Peter, taking his 

stand with the eleven, 

Raised his voice and 

declared to them: 



“Men of Judea, and all 

you who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be 

known to you, and give 

heed to my words.” 

 



Now when they heard this, 

they were pierced to the 

heart, and said to Peter and 

the rest of the apostles, 

“Brethren, what shall we 

do?” 

 



And with many other words 

he solemnly testified and 

kept on exhorting them, 

saying, “Be saved from this 

perverse generation!” 

 



So then, those who had 

received his word were 

baptized; and there were 

added that day about 

three thousand souls. 

 



2 Thessalonians 3:1 

Finally, brethren, pray for 

us that the word of the 

Lord may spread rapidly 

and be glorified, just as it 

did also with you. 



The Blessings of Prayer 

6.  The more praying 

that is done by a 

church the more the 

people will grow 

spiritually. 

 



Acts 4:31 

And when they had 

prayed, the place 

where they had 

gathered together was 

shaken,  



And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit, 

and began to speak the 

word of God with 

boldness. 

 



Ephesians 3:14-16 

For this reason, I bow 
my knees before the 

Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name,  



That He would grant you, 

according to the riches of 

His glory, to be 

strengthened with power 

through His Spirit in the 

inner man. 



7. The more praying that is 
done by a church the more 

boldness, courage and 
passion the people will have 

to reach their lost friends, 
neighbors, and  relatives for 

Christ. 

The Blessings of Prayer 



Acts 4:31 

And when they had prayed, the 

place where they had gathered 

together was shaken, and they 

were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit, and began to speak the 

word of God with boldness. 



Ephesians 6:19 

And pray on my behalf, that 
utterance may be given to 
me in the opening of my 

mouth, to make known with 
boldness the mystery of the 

gospel. 



8.  The more praying that is 

done by a church the more 

desire there will be in the 

hearts of people in the 

church to do the work of the 

ministry. 

The Blessings of Prayer 



Ephesians 4:16 

From whom the whole 

body, being fitted and 

held together by that 

which every joint 

supplies,  



According to the proper 
working of each 

individual part, causes 
the growth of the body 
for the building up of 

itself in love. 



Matthew 9:37-38 

Then He said to His 

disciples, “The harvest 

is plentiful, but the 

workers are few. 



“Therefore beseech the 

Lord of the harvest to 

send out workers into 

His harvest.” 



9.  The more praying that is 
done by a church the less 
influence Satan will have 

on the people in the 
church, and for those 

being prayed for outside 
the church. 

The Blessings of Prayer 



2 Corinthians 11:3 

But I am afraid, lest as the 
serpent deceived Eve by his 

craftiness, your minds 
should be led astray from 
the simplicity and purity of 

devotion to Christ. 



2 Corinthians 4:4 

In whose case the god of this 

world has blinded the minds of 

the unbelieving, that they might 

not see the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ, who is the 

image of God. 



John 17:15 

“I do not ask You to 

take them out of the 

world, but to keep them 

from the evil one.” 



Ephesians 6:12 

For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, 

but against the powers, 

against the world forces 

of this darkness, 



Against the spiritual 

forces of wickedness in 

the heavenly places. 



Ephesians 6:18 

With all prayer and petition 

pray at all times in the 

Spirit, and with this in view, 

be on the alert with all 

perseverance and petition 

for all the saints. 



Exodus 17:9-13 

So Moses said to Joshua, 
“Choose men for us, and 

go out, fight against 
Amalek.  Tomorrow I will 
station myself on the top 
of the hill with the staff of 

God in my hand. 



And Joshua did as 
Moses told him, and 

fought against Amalek; 
and Moses, Aaron, and 

Hur went up to the top of 
the hill. 



So it came about when 

Moses held his hand up, 

that Israel prevailed, and 

when he let his hand down, 

Amalek prevailed.  But 

Moses’ hands were heavy. 



Then they took a stone and 
put it under him, and he sat 

on it; and Aaron and Hur 
supported his hands, one 

on one side and one on the 
other. 



Thus his hands were 

steady until the sun set.  

So Joshua 

overwhelmed Amalek 

and his people with the 

edge of the sword. 



Luke 22:31-32 

“Simon, Simon, behold, 

Satan has demanded 

permission to sift you like 

wheat; but I have prayed 

for you, that your faith 

may not fail.” 



10.  The more praying that 
is done by a church the 

more opportunities there 
will be to serve the Lord, 
and be used by Him to 

advance the Kingdom of 
God. 

The Blessings of Prayer 



The opportunities will 

come because God is 

opening doors, and 

because of increased 

vision in the life of the 

Pastor and lay people. 

The Blessings of Prayer 

 



Colossians 4:2-3 

Devote yourselves to 
prayer, keeping alert in it 

with an attitude of 
thanksgiving; praying at 
the same time for us as 

well, 



That God may open up to 

us a door for the word, so 

that we may speak forth the 

mystery of Christ, for 

which I have also been 

imprisoned. 



1 Corinthians 16:9 

For a wide door for 

effective service has 

opened to me. 



Acts 14:27 

And when they had arrived 

and gathered the church 

together, they began to report 

all things that God had done 

with them and how He had 

opened a door of faith to the 

Gentiles. 



2 Corinthians 2:12 

Now when I came to 

Troas for the gospel of 

Christ and when a door 

was opened for me in 

the Lord. 



Revelation 3:7-8 

“And to the angel of the 

church in Philadelphia 

write:  He who is holy, who 

is true, who has the key of 

David, who opens and no 

one will shut, 



And who shuts and no one 

opens, says this:  ‘I know 

your deeds. 

Behold, I have put before 

you an open door which no 

one can shut.” 



11.  The more praying 

that is done by a church 

the stronger the 

marriages and families 

in the church will 

become. 

The Blessings of Prayer 

 



Ephesians 3:14-16 

For this reason, I bow my 

knees before the Father, 

from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth 

derives its name,  



That He would grant you, 

according to the riches of 

His glory, to be 

strengthened with power 

through His Spirit in the 

inner man. 



12.  The more praying 

that is done by a church 

the more money the 

people will give. 

The Blessings of Prayer 

 



Acts 4:31-32, 34-35 

And when they had prayed 
. . . and not one of them 
claimed that anything 

belonging to him was his 
own; but all things were 

common property to them. 



For there was not a needy 

person among them, for all 

who were owners of land or 

houses would sell them 

and bring the proceeds of 

the sales,  



And lay them at the 

apostles’ feet; and they 

would be distributed to 

each, as any had need. 

 


