
15 STRATEGIES 

TO INCREASE 
PRAYER 

IN A LOCAL CHURCH 



21 Strategies to Increase Prayer 

1.  The Pastor needs to 
pray a lot.  The 

commitment level towards 
prayer of people in a local 
church rarely rises above 

that of the Pastor. 



Acts 6:4 

“But we will devote 

ourselves to prayer, and 

to the ministry of the 

word.” 



Ephesians 1:16 

I do not cease giving 

thanks for you, while 

making mention of you 

in my prayers. 



Romans 1:9-10a 

For God, whom I serve 

in my spirit in the 

preaching of the gospel 

of His Son, 



Is my witness as to how 

unceasingly I make 

mention of you, always 

in my prayers. 



1 Thessalonians 3:10 

As we night and day 
keep praying most 

earnestly that we may 
see your face, and may 

complete what is lacking 
in your faith. 



2 Timothy 1:3 

I thank God, whom I serve 

with a clear conscience the 

way my forefathers did, as I 

constantly remember you in 

my prayers night and day. 



Colossians 4:2 

Devote yourselves to 

prayer, keeping alert in 

it with an attitude of 

thanksgiving. 



1 Peter 5:2-3 

Shepherd the flock of 
God among you, 

exercising oversight not 
under compulsion, but 

voluntarily, according to 
the will of God; 



And not for sordid gain, but 
with eagerness; nor yet as 

lording it over those 
allotted to your charge, but 
proving to be examples to 

the flock. 



Philippians 3:17 

Brethren, join in 

following my example, 

and observe those who 

walk according to the 

pattern you have in us. 



2.  The Pastor needs to 

pray a lot for the people 

in his church. 
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Exodus 18:17-21 

And Moses’ father-in-

law said to him,  

“The thing that you are 

doing is not good. 



“You will surely wear 

out, both yourself and 

these people who are 

with you, for the task is 

too heavy for you; you 

cannot do it alone. 



“Now listen to me:    

 I shall give you counsel, 

and God be with you.   



(1) You be the people’s 

representative before 

God, and you bring the 

disputes to God, 



(2) “Then teach them the 
statutes and laws, and 

make known to them the 
way in which they are to 
walk, and the work they 

are to do. 



“Furthermore, (3) you 
shall select out of all the 

people able men who 
fear God, men of truth, 

those who hate 
dishonest gain; 



“And you shall place 

these over them, as 

leaders of thousands, of 

hundreds, of fifties and 

of tens.” 
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3.  The Pastor needs to have 
a specific plan to be 

devoted to prayer, make a 
firm commitment to that 

plan, and find others to hold 
him accountable to his 

commitment.  
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4. The Pastor needs to 

pray a lot with  the 

people in his church.              



Luke 11:1 

And it came about that 

while He was praying in a 

certain place, after He had 

finished, one of His 

disciples said to Him,  



“Lord, teach us to pray 

just as John also taught 

his disciples.” 



Luke 9:28 

And some eight days after 
these sayings, it came 

about that He took along 
Peter and John and James, 

and went up to the 
mountain to pray.  



Acts 1:14 

These all with one mind 

were continually 

devoting themselves to 

prayer. 



Acts 2:42-44 

And they were continually 
devoting themselves to 

the apostles’ teaching and 
to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 



And everyone kept 

feeling a sense of awe; 

and many wonders and 

signs were taking place 

through the apostles. 



And all those who had 

believed were together, 

and had all things in 

common. 



Acts 4:24 

And when they heard this, 
they lifted their voices to God 

with one accord and said,   
“O Lord, it is Thou who didst 

make the heaven and the 
earth and the sea, and all that 

is in them.” 



Acts 12:5, 12 

So Peter was kept in the 
prison, but prayer for 
him was being made 

fervently by the church 
to God. 



He went to the house of 
Mary, the mother of John 

who was also called 
Mark, where many were 
gathered together and 

were praying. 



Acts 20:36 

And when he had said 

these things, he knelt 

down and prayed with 

them all. 
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5.  The Pastor needs to 

pray regularly with 

other pastors.  



6.  The Pastor needs to 

preach and teach about 

prayer regularly.        

Boil water.  

21 Strategies, cont. 



1 Timothy 2:1-4 

First of all then, I urge that 

entreaties and prayers, 

petitions and 

thanksgivings, be made on 

behalf of all men, 



For kings and all who 
are in authority, in order 

that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in 

all godliness and 
dignity. 



This is good and accept- 
able in the sight of God 
our Savior, who desires 
all men to be saved and 

to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 



2 Timothy 4:2 

Preach the word; be 
ready in season and out 

of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with 
great patience and 

instruction. 



7.  The Pastor needs to 

recruit people in his 

church to pray for him.  
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Peter Wagner - Prayer Shield 

“The most underutilized 
source of spiritual 

power in our churches 
today is intercession for 

Christian Leaders. 



I purposely did not say 
‘one of the most 

underutilized sources of 
power’ because I do not 
think anything else this 
important is actually so 

neglected.” 



8.  The Pastor needs to set 

regular prayer times for the 

church family to pray 

together, and gradually 

increase the number. 
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A good beginning time 

is early Sunday 

morning. 



Mark 11:17 

And He began to teach and 

say to them, “Is it not written, 

‘My house shall be called a 

house of prayer for all the 

nations’?  But you have made 

it a robbers’ den.” 



9.  The Pastor needs to 

plan and promote prayer 

events. 
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Acts 1:13a, 14a 

And when they had 

entered, they went up to the 

upper room . . These all 

with one mind were 

continually devoting 

themselves to prayer. 
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10.  The Pastor needs to 

encourage people to 

identify lost friends in their 

lives, and teach them how 

to pray for their salvation. 



Romans 10:1 

Brethren, my heart’s 

desire and my prayer to 

God for them is for their 

salvation. 



11.  The Pastor needs to 

encourage short term 

mission trips for the 

purpose of prayer 

walking. 
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12.  The Pastor needs to 

regularly read books on 

prayer, listen to tapes on 

prayer, and go to seminars 

on prayer to keep his 

passion hot. 
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13.  The Pastor needs to 

develop an effective way to 

receive prayer requests 

from the church family, and 

communicate them to the 

intercessors. 
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14.  The Pastor needs to 

use men’s ministries to 

encourage and teach men 

the importance of praying 

faithfully with their wives 

and their children.  
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15.  Never give up.  

Keep boiling the water. 
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Luke 18:1 

Now He was telling them 
a parable to show that at 
all times they ought to 
pray and not to lose 

heart. 


