
 

Samuel:  The Leader God Provided 
“How to Treat the Power of God” 

 

1 Samuel 6:19-21 (ESV)  
19 And he struck some of the men of Beth-shemesh, because they looked upon the ark of the LORD. He 
struck seventy men of them, and the people mourned because the LORD had struck the people with a great 
blow.  
20 Then the men of Beth-shemesh said, “Who is able to stand before the LORD, this holy God? And to whom 
shall he go up away from us?”  
21 So they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the 
ark of the LORD. Come down and take it up to you.”  
 

1 Samuel 7:1-17 (ESV)  
1 And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD and brought it to the house of 
Abinadab on the hill. And they consecrated his son Eleazar to have charge of the ark of the LORD.  
2 From the day that the ark was lodged at Kiriath-jearim, a long time passed, some twenty years, and all the 
house of Israel lamented after the LORD.  
 
3 And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, “If you are returning to the LORD with all your heart, then put 
away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your heart to the LORD and serve him 
only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.”  
4 So the people of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and they served the LORD only.  
 

5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD for you.”  
6 So they gathered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before the LORD and fasted on that day 
and said there, “We have sinned against the LORD.” And Samuel judged the people of Israel at Mizpah.  
 

7 Now when the Philistines heard that the people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the lords of the 
Philistines went up against Israel. And when the people of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the 
Philistines. 8 And the people of Israel said to Samuel, “Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for us, 
that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines.” 9 So Samuel took a nursing lamb and offered it as a 
whole burnt offering to the LORD. And Samuel cried out to the LORD for Israel, and the LORD answered 
him.  
 

10 As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to attack Israel. But the LORD 
thundered with a mighty sound that day against the Philistines and threw them into confusion, and they 
were routed before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah and pursued the Philistines and 
struck them, as far as below Beth-car.  
12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen and called its name Ebenezer; for he 
said, “Till now the LORD has helped us.”  
 

13 So the Philistines were subdued and did not again enter the territory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD 
was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 14 The cities that the Philistines had taken from Israel 
were restored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath, and Israel delivered their territory from the hand of the 
Philistines. There was peace also between Israel and the Amorites.  
15 Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 16 And he went on a circuit year by year to Bethel, Gilgal, and 
Mizpah. And he judged Israel in all these places. 17 Then he would return to Ramah, for his home was there, 
and there also he judged Israel. And he built there an altar to the LORD.  

 



 

How to Treat the Power of God 
1. Put away ______________ gods, and serve _________ __________. 

 

1 Samuel 7:3 (ESV) And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, “If you are returning to the LORD with all your 
heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your heart to the 
LORD and serve him only.  
 

Colossians 3:5 (ESV)  Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  
 

2. Go to God _____________ the ______________. 
 

1 Samuel 7:8 And the people of Israel said to Samuel, “Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for us.  
 

Jeremiah 15:1 (NASB) Then the LORD said to me, "Even though Moses and Samuel were to stand before 
Me, My heart would not be with this people; send them away from My presence and let them go!  
 

Hebrews 8:4-6 (NASB) Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, "SEE," 
He says, "THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE 
MOUNTAIN." 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of 
a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.  
 

1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.  
 

3. _________(ask). 
 

1 Samuel 7:5 (ESV) Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD for you.”  
 

4. Approach with _____________ and ____________. 
 

1 Samuel 7:6 (ESV) So they gathered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before the LORD and 
fasted on that day and said there, “We have sinned against the LORD 
 

What to Expect From the Power of God 
5. Expect ___________. 

 

1 Samuel 7:10-13 (ESV) As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to attack 
Israel. But the LORD thundered with a mighty sound that day against the Philistines and threw them into 
confusion, and they were routed before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah and pursued 
the Philistines and struck them, as far as below Beth-car.  
12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen and called its name Ebenezer; for he 
said, “Till now the LORD has helped us.” 13 So the Philistines were subdued and did not again enter the 
territory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 
  

6. Expect _________________. 
 

1 Samuel 7:14-15 (ESV) The cities that the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel. . .  
 

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NASB) My people who are called by My name (serve Him only) humble themselves 
(humility) and pray (Pray)and seek My face (mediator) and turn from their wicked ways (repent), then I will 
hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 


